DEERING COMMUNITY CHURCH
NEWSLETTER

Pastor’s Corner

o M —
As I write this article, 2010 is coming to an end.
This was an unusual year in that I was hospitalized
for a month and away from the pulpit for close to
three months. As the year ends, I feel so thankful for
a return to good health and energy. I continue to
reflect and even marvel at what a fantastic job the
members of this church did in keeping things going
in my absence. I'm also grateful to the outside
ministers who volunteered to help as needed. I felt
that I was truly part of a beloved community, a
community of strength and love. Thank you
everyone, and thank God for letting me be part of
this community.

Happy New Year to you all! As the year starts [ am
on vacation, visiting my son, Jason, and my friends
in Southern California. I will be back at the church
on January 11. I do hope that all of you are ready to
start 2011. We have challenges of too few people
and too little money to maintain a church, yet we
continue to do amazing things. I look forward to
continuing to serve you and growing spiritually
together as we reach out with compassion to our
own church members as well as the community and
the larger world.

My wishes for 2011 for Deering Community
Church are that we will be inspired and motivated to
follow Jesus, to walk the walk he showed us, and to
fulfill his commandment that we love one another as
he as loved us. In fact, Jesus said that we will be
known as his disciples by the way that we love one
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So as we start this new year, remember how many
ways we are filled with the Holy Spirit and what
great opportunities we have to be in the Spirit of
God.

I send you all my love and wish you peace in the
new year.
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Peace Corner

In this issue of the newsletter, we look at Martin
Luther King Jr’s Third Principle of Nonviolence—
Nonviolence Seeks to Defeat Injustice, Not
People. In case you may have forgotten, the First
Principle was Nonviolence Is A Way Of Life For
Courageous People and the second principle was
Nonviolence Seeks to Win Friendship and
Understanding.

The Hebrew word for peace is Shalom. The
meaning of Shalom is not only the absence of
conflict or violence, but the presence of all good
things for all people. When we greet a person with
“Shalom it is like saying, “I wish you fullness of
life;” or “I want for you the best life can offer.”

Martin Luther King, Jr. connected the above
meaning of Shalom to justice. When I was in
Washington, D.C. and attended various rallies, the
cry often went up, “No justice, no peace.” A
peaceful world is not just a world without wars; it is
a world where all peoples live in justice, or as King

Reverend Barbara Luckett Currie

defined justice: “a world where people everywhere
can have three meals a day for their bodies,
education and culture for their minds, and dignity,
equality and freedom for their spirits.” What a world
that would be! A world without wars will not
happen until there is that kind of justice. As
peacemakers or justice keepers, we must actively
seek to defeat whatever stands in the way of a world
of Shalom for everyone.

In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he gave us a list of
blessings, beatitudes. He said in Matthew 5:9,
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God.” Jesus blesses those who do
the work of justice to bring about peace. Let us at
Deering Community Church do all those things
within our power to bring about a better world, a
more just world. Our task is not to be against people
or defeat countries; it is to work for adequate food,
housing, clothing, education, healthcare and so on
for all.

Moderator’s Musings

We are delighted to welcome Rev. Mimi Hollister to
our pulpit on Sunday, January 9 as our guest
minister. Rev. Hollister was living in New
Hampshire in the late 1990’°s when the Ukama
Partnership was just getting started. She was
instrumental in expediting the successful
development and growth of that partnership, which
now consists of 40 churches. Mimi came to Deering
in those early days to help our church establish its
relationship with our partner in Rimbi, Zimbabwe.
She still remains a consultant and serves on the
Ukama Steering Committee.

Mimi has travelled to Zimbabwe a number of times.
As a result of these travels, she is well able to give
us a clearer picture of our role in the partnership and
of our sister church in Rimbi. Following the service,
there will be an opportunity for questions during the
coffee hour. This will be a Sunday “not to miss”!
Guests will be more than welcome.

Stephen Waters

On December 14™, the Council held its regular
monthly meeting, except that for this month
‘regular’ was not the appropriate descriptor. This
was the time when the Trustees presented a
proposed budget for the coming year to Council
members. In 2011, we are faced with more difficult
realities, including a diminished congregation, lower
pledge amounts, and an expected deficit at the end
of the current 2010 year. Possible consequences are
being reviewed and will be presented to the
Congregation in the New Year.

The Annual Meeting is scheduled after the church
service on January 23rd with the 30th as a fall-back
date in case of bad weather on the 23". The
importance of this particular annual meeting cannot
be over-emphasized, as decisions may be made as to
our future course. Please mark the date in your
calendar and be present to participate in the
discussions which affect us all.

Prepared to Serve, an annual one-day series of
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Moderator’s Musings (Continued)

workshops sponsored by UCCNH, is focused on
bringing life and vitality to the parish. Workshops
cover virtually every facet of parish life and provide
practical knowledge, insights, and -- perhaps -- a
refreshing way to look at an issue. It has been my
honor and pleasure to serve on the planning
committee this year and gain understanding of the
details that are involved in a full day of activities.

Stephen Waters

The date to save is Saturday, February 26. A
descriptive brochure will be mailed on January 3
with a registration deadline of February 14. The cost
is $32, which includes luncheon, and snacks
available throughout the day. Deering Church has
been well represented in past years at Prepared to
Serve; I hope many of you will join me and sign up
for this year's program.

Budget 2011

For the past couple of trustees meetings and two
Church Council meetings, the trustees and
representatives of all boards and committees have
been struggling to put together a workable budget
for 2011, and it has been a struggle. Projected
income for 2011 is down from the budgeted income
amount for 2010 by $12,500.00.

This has necessitated some draconian cuts that will
have an effect on many areas of our church life.
The church secretarial position will have time
reduced from 15 hrs per week to 10 hrs per week
plus an additional week off without pay. The
ministerial package has been reduced by $4,100.00.
Our minister will take one month off without pay,
resulting in a net saving of about $3,600.00 after
increasing the money necessary for pulpit supply for
the four weeks the minister will be away. The music
budget has been reduced to the point where we will
have an organist for only special services like
Christmas and Easter. Lawn maintenance has been
cut entirely, and custodial services will be reduced
to once every two weeks instead of the current
weekly service. After doing all that, we still end up
with a deficit of just under $5,000.00. We all feel
comfortable with having a “to be raised” or “faith”
portion of our projected income of no more than
$2,500.00, which leaves us with another $2,500.00
to make up in either “real” income or more cuts to
expenses.

Several possibilities for making up the difference
were floated, but none of them were universally
popular. Shutting down the sanctuary for the winter
would save some heating costs, but how much is

Stuart Huggard

very hard to determine. Taking an additional amount
as a loan from the Endowment Fund was suggested,
but many feel that the Endowment Fund is
sacrosanct and that we don’t have a very good track
record for paying it back (the land purchase). We
would be most happy to receive any suggestions
from our newsletter readership.

There were some very good things that came out of
the council meeting of December 15th. It was
suggested that the work day could be expanded to
include taking up some of the slack in cleaning.
Others volunteered for some lawn mowing and
outside cleanup. So, the result was that even though
we are in a tough situation, everyone is willing to
pull together to keep the church on an even keel.

After Christmas, early in the new year, we will be
meeting again to finalize the budget so that a
workable solution can be presented to the
congregation at the Annual Meeting. I hope
everyone will share their good ideas and have some
input in the very difficult budget process.
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XL Thank you

This extra large "Thank You" is for all those secret
angels who contribute quietly to the Deering
Community Church in so many ways. When the
custodian sends out a call for paper towels, garbage
bags, etc., they magically appear. Items needed for
workday repairs show up- no bills attached.
Mailings are done- but where did those stamps come
from?? Many contribute to purchase the flowers
that are so beautiful at Christmastime, but did you
know that we find the wreaths for the windows in

Suzanne Huggard

the narthex, ready to be hung each year? Supplies
for this event or that project seem always to be at
hand.

In these and many other ways, big and small, the
members and friends of the Deering Community
Church make important contributions that keep our
church functioning, and without which our budget
woes would be so much greater. So, another BIG
THANK YOU to let you know that we DO know,
and you are very much appreciated.

Endowment Fund Update

On October 27, members of the Endowment
Subcommittee met with Donald Ladd, CFP of
Ameriprise Financial, Keene, NH. Don Ladd has
been assisting the church with our endowment
portfolio since 2007. The purpose of our meeting
was to receive and discuss information on the
performance of our portfolio for the year to date,
and also for the one year period from October 2009
to October 2010. The current portfolio is comprised
of about 50% equities and 50% bonds and cash. We
were pleased that both stocks and bonds performed

Angela MacConkey

positively in 2010, as we began to come out of the
deepest recession since the great depression. We
discussed potential portfolio adjustments to respond
to changing economic conditions, and also the
preliminary payout of funds to support the church
budget in 2011. Our Treasurer will report our return
for 2010 at the Church’s annual meeting in January
and we hope to see you there. Currently, we expect
our annual return to be between 9 and 10%,
assuming reasonably stable market conditions for
the remaining three weeks of the year.

Guild Gleanings

The Guild met in November. The new slate of
officers was voted into office, and they are President
Hazel Vogelien, Vice-President Kay Daniels,
Treasurer Betty Dishong and Secretary Barbara
Glauner. Ellie Fitzpatrick, who decided to step
down as treasurer, was thanked for her years of
service after Ann Lorber’s death. A tentative budget
was handed out for members to review and will be
taken up at a business meeting early in 2011. After
some discussion as to when to meet for a December

Barbara Glauner

luncheon, it was decided that we would eliminate
that month’s meeting, since everyone was rather
busy with the holidays and some were not going to
be around. We decided to meet on Wednesday,
January 19™ at 11 am in the church
hall for a short meeting and then go
out to lunch at the Country Spirit
thereafter to celebrate the new year.
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Fall Cheese Sale

On November 21st, after the church service, the
remaining 20 lbs of Vermont Cheddar Cheese was
sold off by Pasca Ferwerda and the Glauners, along
with some of the jams and jellies from the fair.
Stuart sold raffle tickets for the doll house. The
drawing for that was held on December 12th and the
magnificent doll house was won by our own Jim
and Deborah Carpenter.

*«‘j; ; % /-L" E'F]\

Barbara Glauner

Dollhouse Raffle Results

Suzanne and I picked up the remaining sold raffle
tickets at the Central Square Emporium, December
12th, where the dollhouse had been on display in
their front store window. We had the drawing there
and Kim Wells drew the winning ticket from a bag
of all the sold raffle tickets that had been thoroughly
shaken and stirred. And, the winners are our own
Jim and Debbie Carpenter. Peter and I put a lot of
very enjoyable work into this project, and I could
not be happier to have it find a home at the
Carpenters and be ready for a granddaughter to play
with. Congratulations, Jim and Debbie.

Stuart Huggard

WSO News

Jeanne Bartlett

Lee Marcroft has completed his Orientation for Citizen Involvement for the State of NH Department of
Corrections. World Service and Outreach is pleased to have him available now to visit the Women's
prison, where one has the privilege to participate in the worship service there on Wednesdays, (reservation
required), led by chaplain Rev. Beth Richeson. Lee joins others who have also completed the orientation
and have become regular visitors to the prison. They include Don and Jean Johnson, Christine Marcroft,

Kate Kelly, Rev. Barbara Currie and Jeanne Bartlett.

"Our cup runneth over." The response to the call for Christmas cards for the women incarcerated in the
Goffstown Prison has been wonderful and abundant. Thank you all so much for helping to achieve our goal

of 160 cards.
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Sunday School News

On December 19™ the Sunday School presented
their annual pageant. The pageant this year was
based on the well known story The Gift of the

Magi. Lauren Warner adapted the story and
directed the pageant for the Sunday School.

Chris Nase

Early in 2011, the Sunday School is hoping to
visit Jami Boyle at the First Church of Nashua.
We all agreed it would be an interesting
experience to worship in a much larger church
environment.

On Friday
evening,
November 5,
| we were
£’ happy to
welcome
M back
m Michael
Lianos, who
gave us a special musical evening. An added
feature was a sonata by Saint-Saens for clarinet,
beautifully executed by Lily Haley. Lily, a
junior at UNH, played the Saint Saens with
great insight in the second movement and
otherwise displayed swift articulation when
called for. —
)

Michael, primarily
known as a fine
organist, pleased and
surprised us with his
piano performance of a
Debussy prelude and
Beethoven’ s very
challenging Waldstein

—

Jane Waters

sonata. He ended the program by transitioning
to the organ and entertained us with a humorous
piece by J. S. Bach featuring the sound of a coo-
coo clock. Michael is the Director of Music
Ministries at the First Congregational Church in
Branford, CT.

On Sunday, November 21, our choir combined
with Smith Church singers to perform Autumn
Carol, conducted by Heidi Welch, for the
ecumenical service at St. Mary’s Church in
Hillsboro. Everyone agreed this was a
worthwhile endeavor.

Our annual Vespers Service of Lessons and
Carols featured the choir singing African
American Christmas Spirituals accompanied by
Michael Lianos. We were pleased to have
Betsey Neville join us as well as Paula Fortner
and Mary Rose Carter from the Hillsboro-
Deering Community Chorus. Sissi Shattuck
added her lovely singing of O Holy Night to our
Christmas Eve service of carol singing.

(It is rumored there may be a musical evening

»— cvent this winter—stay tuned.)
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Recreation Area Project

Introduction

For anyone taking a look behind the church these
days, you can see the progress that has been made
toward the church Recreation Area with Pavilion
project. Perhaps this article can clarify the project a
bit more for some, and let everyone know where we
are with it.

How it began

The project came about as a result of a couple
different events. First, there has been a drive lately
to attract more people to the church and to increase
membership. Many ideas have been proposed,
including the development of an outdoor facility for
having events. This project was a direct follow-up to
that idea. It was also clear that by having this type of
facility, we could host events such as the chicken
barbecue at the church, rather than at the Fish and
Game club. While that facility in West Deering has
worked well for us in the past, it seemed to be the
right time to move it to Deering Center.

A proposal was put together and presented to the
Trustees at their September meeting. They gave
permission to move forward with the project,
focusing first on ‘phase 1,” that portion which would
have the least cost. Their recommendation was to
move quickly, so as to move past phase 1 before the
Snow comes.

Project Phases

In terms of project phases, we have a plan in place
that will take us out to the fall of 2011. Included are
these steps:

Phase 1

Detail planning
Municipal approval (Building permit)

Clearing of the land, resolve drainage issues,
bring in fill, footings for pavilion, topsoil,
seed

Phase 2
Fund raising for the pavilion cost (Winter,
Spring, 2011)
‘Pavilion Raising Event’ (Summer, 2011)

Picnic tables (Summer, Fall, 2011)
Barbecue Pit (Fall, 2011)

Peter Cram

Chicken Barbecue (Fall, 2011)

Phase 3 Ongoing care, maintenance and
improvements

What’s been accomplished

Completing phase 1 was our goal for this year,
before the snow arrived. With the exception of the
topsoil and grass seed, we have been successful in
meeting that target. It just ended up being too late in
the year for the seed. We expect that will come early
next year.

Current activity

We are currently planning the details of the pavilion
itself, and putting together a final ‘parts list.” To
save on the cost, we’ll be harvesting wood from
local trees. The logging and milling of the wood will
take place in the winter. With snow on the ground,
there’s less damage to the logs as they’re hauled out
of the woods. Local sawyers will be used to saw the
wood to our specifications.

Costs It’s no secret that the church is doing all it can
to make ends meet these days. Having the church
provide funding to help pay for a Recreation area
with Pavilion was not, and cannot be part of the
plan. Therefore, all of the costs related to the project
will be paid for through donations and special
fundraising.

With phase 1 complete, and the wood for the project
coming from the harvesting of wood from our local
forests, the main costs remaining for the pavilion
will be for hardware, and the metal roof. After the
building is complete, there will be the cost of the
barbecue pit, picnic tables and grass seed. Over
time, there are many add-on projects that could be
considered, including:

= additional fill to level some of the areas
to the existing terrain

= planting of flowers, bushes

= concrete floor under pavilion. The initial
floor will be made of hard-pack.

= ramp access to the back entrance of the
church.
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Recreation Area Project (Continued)

Suggestions from the congregation

The World Outreach committee has provided some
input to the project. Their suggestions were to make
sure the pavilion could be visible from the road, and
to provide access to the area by car. Both are great
suggestions. The pavilion will indeed be plainly
visible from the road, as you view the area from the
left side of the church while you’re facing the
building. As far as vehicle access goes, there will be
a few steps needed to make that happen. Since
Deering Center Road is a state road, there will be
some approval paperwork necessary. A culvert will
be necessary for drainage, and some sort of fencing
will be needed to make sure people don’t drive on
the leach field. Those steps will have a cost to them,
so will be considered for phase 3 of the project. It’s
very possible that we could clear a few more trees
next year, and donate that wood to the town for the
wood bank, in exchange for a little culvert work!
We’ll pursue that avenue.

HITACH)

Early stages of phase 1 work

Peter Cram

Thanks

Many thanks go to the Church membership which
has already donated a ton of their time and
resources, including Bob Fuller and Bob Compton.
The First-Saturday-of the-Month crew did some
great work in cutting up the trees that had been
taken down, and along with Stuart’s neighbor, Bill
Demotta and his equipment, the wood was hauled
across the street to the wood bank at the town
storage facility. Great thanks also go to the Deering
Town Selectmen who authorized the project from
their perspective, allowing us to trade wood bank
deposits in exchange for their work, which included
hauling away the tree stumps, and bringing in gravel
and sand. Special thanks go to Peter Beard and his
crew for their great work on the project.

If there are questions, comments or concerns that
people have over the project, they should bring them
to my attention. I’'m more than happy to discuss it
with anyone. If you have some other ideas on the
project, we’d love to hear them!

End of phase 1 preparation as of December 2010
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For Your Information

Food Pantries

We continue to collect alternating

weekly donations of non-
perishable food for the Food

Pantries. January 2 donations start

with Weare, and February 6
donations start with Hillsboro.

Weare: Donations of all types of

food and personal care products
are sorely needed.

Hillsboro: There is need for
small cans of meat for January,
such as ham, tuna, chicken, etc.,
and personal care products for

February, such as soap, shampoo,
toothpaste and brushes , but each

week you’re welcome to bring
whatever food or personal-care

items you have. The Food Pantry

is still in need of large brown
paper bags.

Cash donations are always
welcome. Please make checks
payable to Deering Community

appy
Birthday
JANUARY
Benjamin Robinson, Jan. 2
Marjorie Bryce, Jan. 8
Alben Roland, Jan.8
Deborah Carpenter, Jan. 22

Charlotte Price, Jan. 31

FEBRUARY
Ray Petty, III, Feb. 2
Jimmie Sanford, Feb. 5
Stuart Huggard, Feb. 8
Glenn Price, Feb. 9
Samuel Kelly, Feb. 13

Happy
Anniversary

JANUARY
Pasca & Timothy Ferwerda
January 26
FEBRUARY
Kathleen & Raymond Daniels

February 14

DEERING COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Rev. Barbara Luckett Currie,

Church and note “Food Pantry” on
the memo line. Periodically,
accumulated cash donations are
divided and half is sent to each of
the above food pantries.

office hours, Tuesday &
Wednesday afternoons, 464-5643

Church Secretary, Debbie
Matthews, Wednesday & Friday

Afternoons, 464-5643.
Food Pantry donations are part of

our outreach program to help
others less fortunate. Please help
if you can.

THANK YOU !

‘ Suzanne Huggard,
Financial Secretary

Newsletter Editor Barbara Glauner abglauner@mcttelecom.com
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January 201

Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

New Year’s Day

2 9 am Choir 3 4 5

10 am Worship & 9 am Yoga

Communion,

Food Pantry 7 pm Deacons
Gifts,

CE 7 pm Choir

9oamchoir 10 11 12 13 14 15

10 am Worship & 9 am Yoga
Food Pantry gifts,
CE
7 pm Council 7 pm WSO 7 pm Choir

169amcnor 17 18 19 20 21 22

10 am Worship & 9 am Yoga 11 am Guild

Food Pantry gifts, Business meeting,

CE then out to lunch

3 pm PFLAG in Martin Luther

Concord King Jr. Day 7 pm Trustees 7 pm Choir
239amChoir 24 25 26 27 28 29
10 am Worship & 9 am Yoga

Food Pantry

Gifts, CE,

Church Annual 7 pm Choir
Meeting

309amChoir 31

10 am Worship &
Food Pantry
Gifts & CE
Annual Meeting
bad weather
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February 2011

Sun Mon

Tue

9 am Yoga

Wed

2

Noon- Guild

7 pm Deacons

Thu Fri

Sat

5

7 am Breakfast &
Workday

6 9 am Choir 7

10 am Worship &
Communion,
Food Pantry
Gifts, CE

8

9 am Yoga

7 pm Council

7 pm WSO

10 11

7 pm Choir

12

]39amChoir 14

10 am Worship & VALENTINE’S
Food Pantry DAY
Gifts, CE

15

9 am Yoga

16

Go to Press
Deadline

7 pm Trustees

17 18

7 pm Choir

19

209amCh0ir 2]

10 am Worship &
Food Pantry
Gifts, CE

3 pm PFLAG in Presidents Day
Concord

22

9 am Yoga

Washington’s
Birthday

23

24 25

7 pm Choir

26

279amChoir 28

10 am Worship &
Food Pantry
Gifts, NO CE
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