
the church today, its 
dwindling numbers and 
resources, and suggest 
how and why it got this 
way. They remind us that 
the church of the 21st 
century emerges as 
something rare and new, 
a living, breathing reality, 
a church that knows and 
is led by the Spirit of the 
Living God. It is not a 
thought-intention or a 
relic. They urge us to “…
Persist in the belief that 
something better is 
possible…This begins 
with a practice of deep 
listening with hearts 
attuned to God and then 
acting on that 
discernment …
Discipleship involves the 
practice of finding beauty 
in imperfection. It calls 
for the courage to live 
authentically; to awaken 
to the deepest level of our own life, to connect with 
action, and to experience inner transformation 
alongside the pursuit of social change. This can only 
happen when a community can bear witness to each 
other and their neighborhood that the kingdom of 
God is at hand. It is a hope that is birthed out of 
humility. This process has very little to do with 
efficiency, financial sustainability, or strategic 
planning. Rather it begins with waiting on the Spirit 
and dancing with the kairos of God (the appointed 
or opportune time in the purpose of God.)” (pp.30-
31)  Estock and Nixon assert that the old paradigms 
of institutional church will not allow us to move 
forward into the Living Spirit because we remain 
stuck in materialist-consumer ways of structuring 

Dear Deering Community Church, 
UCC, 

It is with great anticipation, a bit of 
trembling and a host of humility that 
I come to write my first pastoral 
letter to you. You have been close to 
my heart in these weeks since 

accepting and calling me as your pastor. Already a 
team of church leaders and I engaged in an exciting 
endeavor through the Conference called “Reaching 
New People.” They have shared with you the goals 
and objectives and what is our commitment in this 
rigorous program. It’s odd for me because of the 
space in which I live since entering into covenant 
with you but having to wait until July 1 to get fully 
on board. It’s a kind of limbo or in-between time. 
But soon I will join you with both feet on the deck. I 
look forward to that. 

I just returned from three+ weeks in Europe. It was 
an amazing journey marked by many exceptional 
experiences. We visited some of the amazing 
cathedrals of Europe, some over 1200 years old. The 
architecture and ornate altars, statues, sculptures, 
paintings and the sheer massiveness of these 
churches is simply breathtaking, overwhelming, the 
upkeep unimaginable. Our church would fit 
probably 10 times stacked in some of these 
cavernous structures. While there were many 
tourists in and out of these churches, I am told the 
worship communities are comparatively small. 

This gives me pause to think about our community, 
our building, our simple, beautiful worship space, 
the fact that we are small but mighty and facing 
questions about how to live into our new and 
exciting life as a church. Big questions abound with 
which we will grapple as we grow together and face 
the future that comes to meet us. Beth Ann Estock 
and Paul Nixon in their book “Weird Church: 

Welcome to the Twenty-First Century” write 
forthrightly about the conditions and survivability of 
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our life around money, numbers, ego leadership, 
growth and the “prevention of failure at all costs” 
rather than servant leadership. “Dancing with the 
kiairos of God…is letting go of the need to control 
the outcome. It is like stepping out on the dance 
floor trusting in the effortless, joy-filled movement 
of the Spirit of God to lead. Trusting that all things 
are possible replaces fear when we listen deeply for 
the movement of God and join in the dance. When 
we attune ourselves in this way, life becomes pure 
gift and sacrament—an outward sign of God’s 
indwelling grace.” (p.31) 

Pastor’s Pen. Cont. Rev. Bill Beardslee 
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I would like to listen with you, to open up to God’s 
Spirit and each other, to find the pulse of the Kin-
Dom of God alive, here and now in and among us, 
and coming to us. I would like to pray, contemplate, 
think, worship, and dance with God and dance with 
you to act to find our footing, our future and church 
as sacrament and gift.  

In Christ’s Peace, 

Rev. Bill Beardslee 

Trustees Report Jean Lewis  

The Trustees' focus since the last newsletter has 
been on the kitchen re-modeling. Due to the very 
generous gifts of time and expertise, we are feeling 
confident of a completion before long. Yes, a vague 
phrase isn't it?  However, this is a long-term dream, 
and as with nearly every project, there are 
unexpected hills and valleys, gifts and challenges. 
Each decision has been carefully considered by both 
the Trustees, and those contributing their expertise 
to the project. As of this writing cabinetry is now 
enameled white courtesy of Tom Cavanaugh a 
good -hearted and generous friend of the Church. 
New hardware is chosen, new Deacons'  cabinets 
installed, the new dishwasher is plumbed and is 
awaiting wiring. We will be so happy as a 
congregation to see that operable for the good of 
all!  Flooring is ready for installation of a type that 
eliminates the need for removal of the old.  Counter 
tops are being measured for a new installation. Paint 
color is chosen for the walls! There are cupboards 
and counters to the left and right of each range. Tom 
Cavanaugh and Tim Ferwerda are working during 
the week as their schedules allow. Thank them, 
please, and all the others who are donating so very 
much time, effort and funds to create something 
beautiful and functional for all!  We are financially 
sound on this project, again with deep gratitude for 
those gifts. 

The grounds look lovely, and our cleaner Cheryl is 
back at work, so we are 'spiffy'.   

Please watch for notice of our next work Saturday 
and do join us as you may be able! 

                   ———————————– 

A big Thank you to Bob Fuller for the lovely new 
wooden planter boxes gifted to the church around 
the church front. Some of the ladies planted them up 
with annuals and they add to our welcoming curb 
appeal.  
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Moderator’s Desk Peter Cram 

By the time you read this, you no doubt are familiar 
with the newly formed ‘Vitality Group’.  After 
attending last month’s ‘Reaching New People’ 
seminar in Concord, its members Steve and Jane 
Waters, Bryan Terry, and Christine and Lee 
Marcroft have agreed to continue the momentum. 
The takeaway from the seminar consists of several 
action items, and they’re moving forward with 
enthusiasm. Our new minister Bill Beardslee 
attended the seminar with them, and is fully 
engaged as well. 

To be honest, so far I’m a big fan of this group. I’m 
anxious to see how they’ll proceed, though I do 
have an inkling as to their approach. Having had the 
opportunity to meet with them, I can see that they’re 
taking seriously the suggestions presented at the 
seminar. As Steve has pointed out, it’s critical that 
we do so!  I’m speculating that in the end, they’ll 
point out that it is in all of our best interest to take 
part in their activities. We’ll all have a part to play 
in the vitality of the church, only in that we need to 
approach things with a fresh vision, and a 
welcoming openness and inclusiveness that brings 
our faith, our vision and our work to the community. 
We can’t just wait for those outside our four walls to 
come to us. I applaud the efforts put forth by the 
group thus far, and am excited about their 
enthusiasm and plans for helping to move us 
forward. 

So last night, I had the opportunity to meet with 
Pastor Bill, to wrap up some final details prior to his 

starting date of July 1. Our meeting wasn’t at the 
church, but rather at the High Tide restaurant. This 
is another of the Vitality Group’s suggestions – that 
we show people who we are, by having some of our 
meetings out in the community. More on that will be 
discussed later, but my point is that I was meeting 
with Bill right after he had met with the Vitality 
Group. They had left to go back to the church for 
choir practice. Later, I stopped at the church to 
check on the kitchen progress, and saw that Tom 
Cavanaugh had finished putting another coat of joint 
compound on the wall. Tim’s son had just finished 
wiring outlets in the kitchen. Looking at the 
calendar, I saw that other gatherings had taken place 
earlier in the day. 

These types of activities are going on most any 
Thursday, or any other day of the week for that 
matter. And as you know, I don’t know half of all 
the good things that are going on. We are a vibrant 
source of energy and good works in the community, 
and we know that we have a lot to offer others who 
are looking to do those same good works. My hope 
is that the Vitality Group will help us to see new 
ways to present ourselves to the community so that 
together we can be more, and accomplish more. The 
Vitality Group is a wonderful thing, and what I 
expect their charge will be is essentially for us all to 
become members. We all need to do our part to 
bring out the best in us, and share it with those 
outside our four walls. What better mission could 
there be?           

Pond / Cook  Wedding Christine Marcroft 

Barbara Pond and Jim Cook got 
married at our church on Sunday, 
June 12. It was a very sweet and 
simple event with family and 
church members present right 
after church.  Pastor Leonard and 
a  Methodist pastor, a friend of 
Barbara's, officiated.   
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W S & O Jeanne Bartlett 

World Service and Outreach gratefully received, (to 
date) , $154.00 , for the Strengthen the Church 
offering. Our church is one of the 5 for 5 because of 
your generosity. 
Funds raised for the Strengthen the Church (STC) 
Special Mission Offering go to the Stillspeaking 
Ministry of the United Church of Christ, leadership 
for new and renewing churches, programs for youth 
and young adults, and leadership development. 
Conferences retain 50% of all gifts to this offering. 
The national church will use their portion (50%) of 
the funds to plant new churches, awaken new ideas 
in existing churches and develop spiritual life in our 
youth and young adults. Because of this offering, 
many more will hear the good news that "God is 
still speaking." 

 
The delivery of snack bags to the Genesis Teen 
drop-in center in Hillsboro, on a monthly basis, has 
been suspended for the months of July and August.  
 
Our partner church people in Rimbi, would 
welcome our contributions of articles to be boxed up 
and sent off in a container on a ship along with other 
items from NH churches to the landing harbor in 
Zimbabwe.  Please watch for announcement and 
details regarding this. We will also be asking for 
funds to cover the very expensive shipping costs for 
which we are responsible as a church. 
Christine Marcroft responded to an invitation to the 
Volunteer Appreciation day sent from the DOC for 
the Goffstown Women's prison, to members of our 
committee, in June.  The women expressed their 
personal appreciation with songs and stories and 
served delicious cheesecake produced in their 
facilitys kitchen for the many volunteers attending.  
 
 
Christine and Lee went to Gay 
Pride Day in Boston  in June 
and attended the lovely church 
service there. 
 

Please take note of the annual Chicken BBQ and the 
upcoming forums in Aug. and Sept., as you read this 
newsletter. WS and O began these projects, and with 
God's help and yours they continue each year. 

Forums: Thanks to Don Johnson’s planning, the 
World Service Committee will be sponsoring two 
summer forums made possible by grants from the 
New Hampshire Humanities Council. The programs 
will be held at 11:30 in Sherwood Hall. The first 

forum is scheduled for August 21st and will feature 
Marcia Schmidt Blaine who will speak 

on  "Runaway Wives: When Colonial Marriages 

Failed.  

On September 11th, a second forum will be held 
with Jo Radner who will speak of Family Stories: 

How and Why to Remember and Tell Them. 

Mark your calendars for these great programs 

which are open to all! 
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Musical Notes Jane Waters 

 

Our choir was very busy preparing music for 
Leonard’s last service with us on Sunday, June 19. 
We sang two of his favorite pieces: John Rutter’s The 
Lord Bless You and Keep You and a choral 
arrangement of Ralph Vaughn Williams’  The New 
Commonwealth, a prelude written for the 1941 movie 
The 49th Parallel.   Leonard remembers how moving 
an organ performance was to him. He could hear it 
again played by Warren Geissinger when he came to 
play our organ for a Sunday service.   

The choir was invited to sing at a potluck/
performance at the United Methodist Church in 
Hillsboro in June. We always enjoy sharing music 
with them. Sam Kelly added a banjo solo. 

We anticipate with eagerness and excitement the 
coming of our new pastor, Rev. Bill Beardslee, 
beginning on Sunday, July 3. The choir will sing 
during the summer in order to provide continuity.   

Finally, I want to add my own appreciation for the 
time of my collaboration with Leonard Zecchini.  
He combines a deep love of music with 
extraordinary knowledge of the origins of our 
hymns. We all benefited from his explanations.  
Thank you, Leonard. 

Summer Concerts Glauner &Waters 

Deering Village Concert  by Monadnock Music 

Thursday, July 21 Thursday, July 21 Thursday, July 21 Thursday, July 21 ---- 7:30 pm 7:30 pm 7:30 pm 7:30 pm    

Deering Community Church Deering Community Church Deering Community Church Deering Community Church (763 Deering Center Road, 
Deering, NH)    
Music by Astor Piazzolla, Erwin Schulhoff, Daron Hagen, Edward Grieg, 
Wolfgang Mozart 
Monadnock Music Piano Trio 
Open to the Public. Admission by voluntary donation. 
  

 

Piano Concert  at our church by our beloved pianist  
Shizue Sano on August 21st at 3 pm . Open to all.  
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Reaching New People Steve Waters 

Report on Reaching New People Workshop   

On May 6 and 7, a small group of us joined with 
newly appointed Pastor Bill Beardslee, and 
representatives from several other NH and MA 
churches at the NH Conference Center for an 
opportunity to find a way to confront diminishing 
church membership and attendance. 80% of 
churches nationally are experiencing this 
disappointing, frustrating decline, but that means 
there are 20% that are growing and thriving. Our 
workshop leader Rev. Paul Nickerson emphasized 
our overriding goal must be to understand how the 
remaining 20% of churches are growing and follow 
their example.   

In our Church Profile, written by the Search 
Committee over the past year, we identified our 
congregation as primarily older, well-educated, and 
significantly declining. Indeed, we agreed with our 
new pastor that our primary effort is to collaborate 
to find new members. In the Workshop, we first 
learned that the practice of the 1950’s – i.e. open the 
doors and people will come--- no longer works. A 
new viewpoint followed with congregational effort 
is required if the church is to remain relevant and 
vital in our community. How are we to re-introduce 
our church to the community? 

A primary understanding in a nutshell is that we are 
urged to get out of the physical church and meet 
people, develop relationships, and eventually invite 
and bring them to church. It is essential to go 
beyond the church walls and go where the people 
are. After all, we are a community church purposed 
to serve our community. What is it that we are able 
to do, that needs to be done, and still be true to our 
mission as God’s church? 

One best way of reaching new people is to join a 
coaching cluster facilitated by a coaching specialist. 
Joining a cluster means we can find success in a 
group that may well elude us by trying to go it 
alone. This includes a monthly call with the pastor 
and/or a team leader,  24/7 e-mail text contact with 
the Coach, and a semi-annual tune-up that is a 
gathering of the Cluster Teams for face-to-face day 
of training and coaching.   

Topics covered in the Cluster include: 1) Re-
distribute a portion of the Pastor’s work week; 2) 
support of the Pastor’s networking; 3) strategies to 
gain ownership by the congregation; 4) 
implementing “elbow” activities to build a culture 
of invitation; 5) dealing with growth and conflict; 
and 6) instruction on how to take advantage of 
various seasons and holidays in the church year. 

This picture is of Ruth's and Leonard's last Sunday with us. Sam Kelly officiated 
at 'The end of the pastoral relationship' with us where they read a script and we 
did as well. After that we had our benediction standing in a circle holding hands 
the way we have done for the last 2 1/2 years. It was very moving and emotional... 
At the coffee hour Ruth and Leonard were presented with a lovely cake which 
was shared with everyone. Steve presented another gift of an anonymous gift of 

$1000.- to the church endowment which provided for a copper leaf in honor of Ruth and Leonard's service. 
The leaf with their names will be placed on the board in the foyer of the church along with other people 
who have received recognition . A donation of $685 was presented to Leonard and Ruth in the form of two 
debit cards. A framed  picture of the congregation (taken on June 12) was presented by Christine.   
The choir serenaded the couple with a rendition of "It's very clear'' by George Gershwin with words written 
by Jane Waters ---"It's very sad the say good bye to Leonard and his lovely wife...."   Then Bob Santagata 
sang - with gusto- "He's got the whole world in his hands"  especially for Ruth who loves that song! 
 

Farewell to Pastor Leonard Christine Marcroft 
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Farewell to Pastor Leonard Christine Marcroft 

We held a farewell BBQ on June 18, a beautiful day, for Interim Pastor Leonard 
and his wife Ruth! About thirty people came and enjoyed good food and company. 
Jim Carpenter thanked both Ruth and Leonard for the wonderful support they gave 
to our congregation during the 2 1/2 years they were with us. We learned so much 
from them. Peter told about the Easter Sunday when Leonard tore up his sermon 
because he didn't feel it was for that day!  Larry Palmer got up to say that he 
appreciated the choices of hymns from the red book!  Jane mentioned that she had never 
worked with a pastor who had so much knowledge of music and individual hymns. Both 
Ruth and Leonard spoke up and said they had never been with a congregation of people 

who were so welcoming and loving. They will miss us.... We know that we will miss them!  A thank you tribute 
was given by Jim Carpenter. "One of Leonard’s and Ruth’s favorite hymns is “Won’t you let me be your 
servant?” Over the last 2 ½ years we at Deering Community Church have experienced the meaning of that 
hymn from both of them. To paraphrase- They joined us on our faith journey, 
they came here to help each of us go the mile and bear the load; they cried 
when we were crying; when we laughed, they laughed with us. They shared our 
joys and sorrows till they had seen this journey though. At a time in our 
church’s history,( when we really needed it) Leonard brought such harmony to 
our congregation. He held out his hand to each of us and shared Christ’s love 
and agony. He guided, helped and has inspired so many of us. Today it is with 

gratitude and appreciation we recognize and 
thank  Leonard  and Ruth for their selfless, 
devoted leadership 
and love during 
our time 
together!!" 
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Adult Luncheon Discussions Bryan Terry 

On May 22, 2016, the very first Luncheon Discussion session began. More than ten adults sat at card tables, 
pulled together, shared food and shared favorite Bible passages. At least one person just listened and didn’t 
choose to express anything other than how much it meant to hear these very personal and meaningful 
excerpts from the Bible. Chris Nase led us off with a tragic situation she experienced in her past, and the 
support and guidance she experienced from something in the Bible. There were stories, situations, thoughts, 
and experiences shared by the group that were either supported by or represented and expressed somewhere 
in the Bible. Some of us had not even read the Bible much, or at all, but have heard passages and stories 
that have played an important role in our lives.  

Some of the thoughts, feelings, and passages reflected were: Be Still; Love is very patient; Romans 12: Be a 
new and different person; We’re all parts of God’s Body, we belong to each other ; The first shall be last 
and the last shall be first; 102nd Psalm; 23rd Psalm; Galations; Corinthians 13: Love conquers all; 2nd 
Corinthians- chapter 1 verse 4; 100th Psalm- oh be joyful; Let he who has not sinned cast the first stone; 
favorite stories: Ameus, the Prodigal Son, Job… 

This was a great beginning session of what the Christian/Adult Ed Committee hopes to bring to the Deering 
Community Church called, “ Luncheon Discussions” on the 4th Sunday of each month. The summer is filled 
with various forums and events at the Church, so there may be times when the discussion will need to be 

put off to another time or month. The group decided to have the next “Luncheon Discussion” on the 4th 

Sunday in July: 7/24/16 after coffee hour in Sherwood Hall. The topic will cover “What it means to be 

a Christian in today’s world”.  Won’t you join us and let us ‘be your servant too?”                                               

Guild Gleanings Barbara Glauner 

We had fun meetings in May and June getting together with all our active members for lunch. Guild 
member Marian Sullivan is back home again and  Guild member Esther Mclain is still at Presidential Oaks. 
They would love to hear from you all, so drop a line to them telling them what you are doing. Our business 
meetings covered devotions, the secretary's minutes, and our financial good health. The meetings have 
centered around the upcoming church fair on August 13th, the church's major fundraiser. Jeanne Bartlett 
and Hazel Vogelien are running the operation this year along with major help from all church members. 
They are lining up volunteers for the various selling areas of the fair, as 
well as people for set up and clean up. (Stuart and Suzanne, we do miss 
you very much!) Our current push is to sell raffle tickets for the lovely 
quilt that was made by our own Kay Daniels. It is critical that everyone 
volunteer some of their time to sell tickets, since this effort raises a large 
chunk of fair profits! Kay Daniels is in charge of the ticket sales, so see 
her or the sign up sheet on the parish hall bulletin board to volunteer for 
a time slot at various locations around the area. We started tickets sales 
in May and it continues through the fair day. Other people are busy 
making things to sell at the fair tables, so if you have something you can 
make, bring it along on fair set up day. Look around your house and see 
if you have any attic treasures, used tools and potted plants we might be 
able to sell. Advertising posters will be going up and smaller versions 

are being handed out all over at many towns all around us. The next 

meeting will be on July 6th, and NO meeting in August, since we will 

be setting up for the fair.  
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For Your Information 

Food Pantries 

We continue to collect alternating 
weekly donations of non-
perishable food for the Food 
Pantries.  

Hillsboro: There is need for small 
cans of meat for August such as 
ham, tuna, chicken, etc., and paper 

products for July such as  toilet 
paper, paper towels and tissues, 
but each week you’re welcome to 
bring whatever food , paper 
products, or personal-care items 
you have. The Food Pantry is still 
in need of large brown paper bags.  

 Weare: Donations of all types of 
food and personal care products 
are sorely needed.   

Cash donations are always 

welcome. Please make checks 
payable to Deering Community 
Church and note “Food Pantry” on 
the memo line. Periodically, 
accumulated cash donations are 
divided and half is sent to each of 
the above food pantries.  

Food Pantry donations are part of 
our outreach program to help 
others less fortunate. Please help 
if you can. THANK YOU !  

Pasca Ferwerda,                    
Financial Secretary 

JULY 

Jean Lewis, 4 

Tom Inui, 10 

Don Johnson, 14 

David Glauner, 14 

Neill Currie, 15 

Nancy Inui, 15 

Elizabeth Dishong, 16 

AUGUST 

Leroy Marcroft, 10 

Patricia Finn, 25 

Kathleen Daniels, 26 

Robert Fuller, 27 

Happy Happy Happy Happy     

AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary    
JULY 

Marjorie & Henry Weeden, 29 

AUGUST 

Jane & Stephen Waters, 8 

Jean & Donald Johnson, 13 

Suzanne & Stuart Huggard, 25 

  Newsletter Editor                                              Barbara Glauner                         abglauner@mcttelecom.com 

Jane Spragg: On June 7, the 
Sunderlunds took Barbara Currie 

and Jeanne Bartlett down to 
Cambridge, Ma. to Cadbury 

Commons where Jane Spragg is 
now living. We found her well, 

enjoyed lunch and the park where 
she walks everyday.  
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July 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 10 am 

Worship & 

Communion, 

Deacon’s 

Fund 

4  

 

 

Independence 

Day 

5 6  
 

 

 

Guild @ Noon 

7 8 9  
Breakfast @ 7 

am, Workday 

8 to 10 am @ 

church 

10 10 am 

Worship 

11 12  
 

 

7 pm Council 

13  
 

 

7 pm WS&O 

14 15 16 

17 10 am 

Worship 

 

3 pm Pflag 

Concord 

18 19 20  
 

 

7 pm Trustees 

21   
 

Monadnock 

Music Concert 

7:30 pm 

22 23 

24 10 am 

Worship 

Luncheon 

Discussions 

25 26  
 

 

7 pm Deacons 

27  
 

 

 

28 29 30 Chicken 

Barbecue  1 to 

3 pm Church 

Pavilion, All 

Welcome 

31 10 am 

Worship  
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August 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3  4 5 6 Breakfast 7 

am, Workday 

8 to 10 am @ 

church 

7 10 am 

Worship & 

Communion, 

Deacon’s 

Fund 

8 9  
 

 

 

 

7 pm Council 

10  
Guild /church 

Set up for Fair 

10 am 

 

7 pm WS&O 

11 12 13  
Deering 

Church 

Summer Fair, 

9 am to 2 pm 

14 10 am 

Worship 

 

15 16 17  
 

 

 

7 pm Trustees 

18 19 20 

21 10 am 

Worship,  

& Forum-

Runaway 

Wives. Piano - 

Shizo Sano 3p 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 10 am 

Worship &  

Luncheon 

Discussions 

29 30  
 

 

 

7 pm Deacons 

31  
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